Command Sergeant Major Yzetta Nelson

Command Sergeant Major Yzetta Nelson joined the Women’s Army Corps (WAC) in 1944,
Her first assignment was as a clerk-typist at an Army Air Corps base. From there, Nelson
quickly moved up the ranks serving in Germany, Washington D.C., and Hawaii. In 1966,
Nelson was promoted to Sergeant Major, the highest enlisted rank at the time of the WAC
Training Battalion. SGM Nelson’s hard work and dedication were recognized by the Army in
March 1968 when she became the first women promoted to the new rank of Command Sergeant
Major. CSM Nelson continued to serve in the WAC until her retirement in 1970 where she
received the Army Commendation Medal for the fifth time.
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