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     Major Frances Nash was born 20 October 1911 in Washington, Georgia.  She went to nursing 

school at Grady Memorial Hospital before joining the Army Nurse Corps (ANC) in 1935.  Major 

Nash, then a Lieutenant, worked in the Pacific Theater of Operations as a Nurse.  She was 

responsible for assembling operating rooms and managing all aspects of surgical procedures.  

She and 66 other Army Nurses became prisoners of war when General Wainwright surrendered 

Corregidor on 6 May 1942.  For 37 months Frances Nash and the other nurses were POWs; and 

while in captivity, Nash’s responsibilities increased.  She continued to manage operating rooms  

but also became responsible for ensuring the health of the other American Military Nurses.  

Santo Tomas was liberated on 3 February 1945 and the Nurses began to make their way back to 

the United States.  Nash remained in the ANC until 1950.  During her 15 years in service, Nash 

was awarded 2 Bronze Stars, 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, a Purple Heart, a Distinguished Unit Medal, 

an Asiatic-Pacific Medal, and a Prisoner of War Medal. The U.S. would not see another female 

prisoner of war until Rhonda Cornum was captured in the 1990s.  Major Frances Nash died 15 

August 1979.  

 

 

             


