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     Ethel Gray was appointed by the Surgeon General in 1918 to work as a Reconstruction Aide 

(physical therapist) during World War I.  Gray traveled extensively and compiled a wonderful 

collection of photographs and letters from abroad.  Working in military hospitals, Gray saw 

firsthand the horrors of war and captured the sights and sounds in her writings and pictures.  

Gray also catalogued her travels of some of Europe’s most beautiful venues.  She remembered 

the joy of Armistice Day and cheering crowds that flooded the streets of Angers, France.   One of 

the highlights of her experience was getting to see General John Joseph “Black Jack” Pershing.   

Ethel’s Gray work in WWI helped set the stage for women’s expanding roles in the next world 

war.  

 

 

              


